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live in concert at the Shepherds Bush Empire 30th November 
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your monthly exploration of new music 


8 Nico-Icon 

From Vogue cover girl to anonvmous Euro-iunKie, the mercurial life of the former Velvet Underground 
chanteuse is revealed in a remarkable new film. Report by Louise Gray 


14 Bites 

Neotropic Ninja Tune's femme fatale Guy Barker Hard bop heroics Endemic Void Danny Coffey's 
breakbi Shelley H rsch Street level arias Corpus Hermeticum Nomadic New Zealand noizemks 

18 Nonplace Urban Field 



24 Rome 

Following in the wake of Tortoise, Ui, etal, this Chicago duo are enhancing their impeccable post-rock 
credentials with the electrifying power of dub. Interview by Christoph Cox 

26 Simon Fisher Turner & the Soundtrack Syndrome 

From the cinematic music of Derek Jarman’s favourite composer to the imaginary soundtracks of Howie 
B’s Pussyfoot label, musicians everywhere are falling in love with the silver screen. Story by Rob Young 

32 Global Ear: Vienna 

Kodwo Eshun attends an Austrian hypersymposium and gets some lessons in supersonic theory, Techno 
kinaesthetics and the didactics of DJ culture 

34 Steve Reich 

video art into new works like the ebullient City Life. Interview by Mike Barnes 

40 Invisible Jukebox: Diamanda Galas 

Mike Barnes listens as the warrior queen of apocalypse-operatics tries to identify the music of Yoko Ono, 
Cecil Taylor, Penderecki, Laurie Anderson, Skip James and more 

44 Stacey Pullen 

An unsung lynchpin of Detroit Techno, this charismatic DJ/producer is still fusing the black heat of Afro- 
futurism with the cool sophistication of Euro Electronica. Interview by Peter Shapiro 

46 David Tudor 

UK composer Howard Skempton pays tribute to the electronic music pioneer, long-term collaborator with 
John Cage and Karlheinz Stockhausen, who died this August aged 70 
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49 Soundcheck November's selected albums and 12"s, including new releases from Aphex Twin, Boredoms, 
LTJ Bukem, Alice Coltrane, Miles Davis, Robert Fripp, PJ Harvey, Jeru The Damaja, Terry Riley, Scanner, Talvin 
Singh, Soft Machine and more 72 Multimedia New CD-ROMs and Websites 74 Print Run New 
music books: A psychedelic trip; Lester Bangs goes loco; The Mekons canonised; tffe fictional Gil Scott-Heron 
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i Aphex Twin. Out 














letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fax: 0171 287 4767, ore-mail: the_vwe@ukonline.co.uk 
Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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the new album 


ACME 

an outstanding British saxophonist on the 
cutting edge of contemporary jazz 
released on B+W Music November 4 1996 (cat no: BW 101 ) 
distributed in the UK by SAM. via Vital 

live at Ronnie Scott’s 

Frith Street, Soho, London W1 
Monday 2nd - Saturday 7th December 
















MUSIC WITH NO NAME 


Remixes include 
Spring Heel Jack, 
Roni Size, Smith & 
Mighty, DJ Smash, 
Attica Blues, 
Ultramarine and 
the Moody Boyz. 


OUT NOW 

ON CD & LIMITED EDITION 

Gatefold Vinyl 

http://www.bandwblueroom.co.uk e-mail:@bandwblueroom.co.uk 
please write to B&W Music at 28/30 Rivington St, London, EC2A 3DU to join our mailing list. 



A unldly eclectic 
remix collection 
featuring source 
material of : 
B&W Music’^ rich ' ■ 
global catalogue. 
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Selected highlights of the month's live events, 
happenings, club spaces and broadcasts 
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arcjo H|| 


inspired by the 50th anniversary of 
american comic book hero superman 
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Burned Friedmann’s twisted Electronica explores the forgotten spaces of the modem city- 
through the insect chatter of Nonplace Urban Field. Interview by Rob Young 
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When Cluster's Hans-Joachim Roedelius nr ^ MMrf&Sm 

number one fan Julian Cope. Rob Young was there to 

hear the exchange. But first, he spoke to Roedelius HV flVjH 

about the halcyon days of the Great KosmischeMusik 





of Kluster. Roedelius worked at a nudist camp, then as driver/butler for a powerful 
Corsican family, before opening a restaurant and slipping into bacchanalian 60s 
mode. It was 1968. "We played Hapshash And The Coloured Coat music to day- 


and-night naked people,' he remembers, 'whilst I was cooking fish soup using tons 
of garlic, serving oysters, vines happily drunken, always good-mooded and very 
thankful that I could live this life.' Returning to Berlin via Avignon, he helped set up 
the Zodiak Free Arts Lab with a 'big bunch of crazy people' that included Schnitzler 


; future members of Ash Ra Tempel, Guru Guru and Tangerine Dream. 






Roedelius recommended 











Rome are the latest Chicago group to enhance then- 


post-rock sources with the electrifying power of dub. 
Interview by Christoph Cox 
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imaginary soundtrack #1 

‘We came up with the 'Passengers' idea... and also with the idea of inventing films to 
which these were the soundtracks .. Future evolution from Passengers — a series of 
curated records posing as film music The stills from the pirns Fragments of the pirns. 
Films made to fit their prior descriptions" — Brian Eno, A Year With Swollen Appendices 
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In his sixtieth year, composer Steve Reich is still looking to the future, incorporating 
sampling, environmental sound and video art into the fabric of recent works such as The 
Cave and City Life. Just don’t call him a Minimalist. Interview by Mike Barnes 
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U People seem to be terrified of just having 
a car crash sound like a car crash. What’s 
interesting about these sounds is that they 
have meaning, emotional impact M 














































invisible jukebox 







Jazz Touring 
1997/98 



THE ARTS COUNCIL OF ENGLAND 


Improvised Music Touring 
Scheme 1997/98 



warmer..* 


LONDON MUSICIANS' COLLECTIVE ANNOUNCES 
ITS WINTER SEASON OF NEW MUSIC CONCERTS 


Sunday 10 November at I9.30hrs 

ICA, The Hall, London SWI (0171 930 3647). £7.50/£5.00 

ShelleyHirsch SC RogerTurner 


Wednesday 13 November at 20.30hrs 

The Spitz, 109 Commercial Street, El (0171 247 9749). £7.50/£5.00 

Brotzmann, Wilkinson, Fell, Kellers 

Two of Europe's greatestsax-players - Peter B. and Alan W. - threaten to blowout the windows at 
is music of a scorching and unrelenting in tensity, i n the words of The Guardian's John Fordham. 


Thursday 14 November at 19.30hrs 

Purcell Room, South Bank Centre, SEI(0I7I 960 4242). £7.50/£5.50 

AMM 

The original and widely influential aesthetic of noise group celebrate 30 years of radical music 
making. The soundthey create is a law unto itself, waxes DavidToop, while Thurston Moore speaks 
of a very free, liberated musical idea-everythingpunk rock was always espousedto Yeah. 

Sunday I December & Monday 2 December at 20.00hra 

The Garage, 20-22 Highbury Comer, London N5 (0171 344 0044). 

£10.00 advanced 12.00 on the door. 

FAUST 


Sunday 8 December at 19.30hn 

ICA, The Hall, London SWI(0I7I 930 3647). £7.50/£5.00 

Greg Lucas SC Lepke B. 

Murphy Love Experience 
British Summertime Ends 

Raconteur, photographer and mountaineer Greg Lucas presents The Death of Vinyl, TheBirthof 
O/estra, a multi-media work with plunderphoniaby Lepke B. And how aboutadose of BSE to help 

Murphy Love Experience presentlouche ballads to steal your hearts and wallets. Sit back & enjoy. 

Forthcoming, December 1996, the publication of 

Resonance Volume 5 Number 1 

With free CD featuring David Shea, Bob 0stertag4 Phil Minton, Richard Barrett 4 Mary Oliver, 
RogerSmith.Stock, HausenS Walkman,and MartinTetreauIt-all exclusive tothisspecialSampling/ 

Decking thematic release. In the magazine, Richard Barrett, DJ Spooky, Tim Hodgkinson, Ragnar 
Johnson, David Shea, Martin Tetreault, Marie Goyette 4 Bob Ostertag. Plus reviews of the latest 
releases atthe cutting-edge. £5.00 inc p4p from LMC Ltd, 60 Farringdon Road, London EC IR 3BP. 


LHC is a registered charity number 290236, funded by the London Arts Board; with the support 
of the Foundation for Sport and the Arts. AMM concert supported by Arts Council of England. 


THE ARTS COUNCIL OF ENGLAND 







































Stacey Pullen is a cosmic courier on the Detroit Techno matrix, finding spiritual warmth in the 
cold heart of digital circuitry Interview by Peter Shapiro 












David Tudor, the composer and long-term collaborator with John Cage who died in 
August aged 70, left a legacy of musical inquiry and experimentation that is only just 
beginning to resonate in modem electronic music. Appreciation by Howard Skempton 











Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 


Dominique Pettigand 1 1 Petites Compositions 
Familiales (Staalplaat) 

Schlammpeitziger - Mango & Papaya 
(Mouse On Mars Mix) (A-Musik) 

Mono Trademark - Mono TM (Re 


Theia - Argentina (Ecstatic Peace) 

Fiaccarri - LOR (Entenpfuhl) 

Jacques Thollot — Quand Le Son Devient Aigu 

Rancho Relaxo All-Stars — Volume 1 (Disko B) 

Ennio Morricone - Una Lucertola Con La Pelle Di 
Donna (Screen Trax) 

LAN - Local Area Network (A-Musik) 

i (Disque De Soleil Et De L'Acier) 

Stefan Niculescu - Ison 1 A/Echos/Ison II 



The Shamen - Hempton Manor (One Lit* Indian) 

St Etienne - Casino Classics (Heavenly) * 

Fila Brazilia - Black Market Gardening (Pork®. v 
T Power - The Second Coming (Anti Static) « 

Red Snapper - The Last One (Warp) 

Akasha - Spanish Fly (Wall Of Sqund) 

A Reminiscent Drive - The Embrace EP (F 



The Ecstasy Of St Theresa - Trance (Between The 

* Stars) (Free) 



Various - Incursions In lllbient (Asphodel) 

Prince Paul - Psychoanalysis (What Is It?) (Wordsound) 
Badawi - Bedouin Sound Clash (ROIR) 

David Tudor - Works For Live Electronics (Lovely) 



3 The Scaffold (Fontana) 
Df The Spirits (Jazzrack) 


John Carpenter/Alan Howarth - Prince Of 
Darkness (Varese Sarabande) 

Jon Hassell — Earthquake Island (Tomato) 
Ry Cooder - Trespass (Warners) 

Thomas Newman 

The Shawshank Redemption (Epic) 

Compiled by Paul Schiitze 


s Seraphim Flight Log 
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Under the weather: November’s selected CDs, albums and 12"s 
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TRICKY 

PRE-MILLENNIUM TENSION 

THE 2ND ALBUM AVAILABLE ON CD MC 
VINYL & STRICTLY LTD SPECIAL CD 11 11 96 
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Scanning the interface of music and interactive media 
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When Edward and Kate’s young s 


comfortable, happy lifestyle is thrown i 


TAR f& 


n Attallah’s second novel is subtle 


C L A 

NAIM ATTALLAH 


unfolding the layers of emotion of his characters 


s with compassion and insight. 




'Naim Attallah has a sensitivity and ; 
an insight into human nature unusual 
in a man, and writes quite beautifully’ 

ALICgTHOMA.S-fLLIS 
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New music books — read, revered, ripped apart 
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run 
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Rings around Saturn 


Our November offer: bag a double Sun Ra CD plus a year’s 


supply of The Wire for just £30 

Compiled over three years and released 
this month by Chicago's Evidence label, 
Sun Ra: The Singles contains all the tracks 
that were released as 7" singles on Sun 
Ra’s Saturn label between 1954 and 
1982. From the exotic 50s R&B of The Nu 
Sounds and The Cosmic Rays through to 
space-warping astro jazz epics such as 
"Mayan Temple" and “Cosmo- 
Extensions”, these tracks, some of which 
were only ever released in runs of 50 
copies, represent some of the most 
sought-after music made by Sun Ra and 
his wandering bands of galactic 
minstrels, and are here made available 
on CD for the first time. The double CD 
comes complete with a 36 page booklet 
containing extensive liner notes and rare 
photos of Saturn's most enigmatic citizen. 
And you can get a copy FREE when you 
take out your first subscription to the 
universe's most out there music mag. 

The Wire. Higher than the sun 




Or call our Subscription Hotline on 0171 734 3555 


WIRE 
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takes a night drive thru Babylon 
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